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Sunday, September 5th.  15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Holy Prophet Zachariah and 
Righteous Elizabeth, parents of St. John the Baptist (1st c.). Martyrdom of Ven. Athanasius, Abbot of Brest 
(1648). Martyrdom of the Holy Passionbearer Gleb (in holy Baptism David)—(1015). Martyr Tathuil, and 
his sister, Bebaia (98-138). Martyr Sarbelus of Edessa. Virgin Martyr Rhais (Raíssa) of Alexandria (ca. 308). 
Martyrs Juventinus and Maximus the soldiers, at Antioch (361-363). Martyrs Urban, Theodore, 
Medimnus, and 77 companions, at Nicomedia (370). Martyr Abdias (Obadiah) of Persia (5th c.).  
 
 Canon of Preparation for Holy Communion; Preparatory Prayers for Holy Communion:  8:30 am. 
 3rd and 6th Hours:  9:10 am. 
Divine Liturgy:  9:30 am. 
 Epistle:  2 Cor. 4:6-15;  Gospel:  Matt. 22:35-46 
 
Tuesday, September 7th.   Vigil, 6:00 pm.  Nativity of the Most-Holy Theotokos.. 
 
Wednesday,September 8th.   Daily Vespers, 6:00 pm.    Meal and Study Group to follow. 
 
Saturday, September 11

th
.   Great Vespers of the Resurrection, 5:00 pm.  

 
Sunday, September 12th.  16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – Tone 7.   Nativity of the Theotokos  
(Sept 8th) .  Sunday Before the Elevation of the Cross. Hieromartyr Autonomus, Bishop in Italy (313). 
Ven. Vassian (Bassian) of Tiksnensk (Vologdá—1624). Translation of the Relics of Righteous Simeon of 
Verkhotúr’e (1704). Martyr Julian of Galatia and forty Martyrs with him (4th c.). Hieromartyr Theodore of 
Alexandria. St. Coronatus, Bishop of Nicomedia (3rd c.). Ven. Afanásy of Vysótsk, Wonderworker of 
Serpukhóv (1395). Martyr Aleksy Voroshin (1938). 
 
Canon of Preparation for Holy Communion; Preparatory Prayers for Holy Communion:  8:30 am. 
 3rd and 6th Hours:  9:10 am. 
Divine Liturgy:  9:30 am. 
 Epistle:  Gal. 6:11-18; 2 Cor. 6:1-10; Phil. 2:5-11; Gospel: John 3:13-17; Matt. 25:14-30;  

     Luke 10: 38-42; 11:27-28. 
 
 
 
 

 

Prophet Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth, the 
parents of  Saint John the Baptist 

Commemorated on September 5 

  
The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous Elizabeth were the parents of the 
holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John. They were descended from 
the lineage of Aaron: St Zachariah, son of Barach, was a priest in the Jerusalem 
Temple, and St Elizabeth was the sister of St Anna, the mother of the Most Holy 
Theotokos. The righteous spouses, "walking in all the commandments of the Lord 
(Luke 1:6), suffered barrenness, which in those times was considered a punishment 
from God.  
 
Once, during his turn of priestly service in the Temple, St Zachariah was told by an 
angel that his aged wife would bear him a son, who "will be great in the sight of the 
Lord" (Luke 1:15) and "will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias" (Luke 1:17).  
 
Zachariah doubted that this prediction would come true, and for his weakness of faith 
he was punished by becoming mute. When Elizabeth gave birth to a son, through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit she announced that his name was John, although no one 
in their family had this name.  
 
They asked Zachariah and he also wrote the name John down on a tablet. 
Immediately the gift of speech returned to him, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, he 
began to prophesy about his son as the Forerunner of the Lord.  
 
When King Herod heard from the Magi about the birth of the Messiah, he decided to 
kill all the infants up to two years old at Bethlehem and the surrounding area, hoping 
that the new-born Messiah would be among them.  
 
Herod knew about John's unusual birth and he wanted to kill him, fearing that he was 
the foretold King of the Jews. But Elizabeth hid herself and the infant in the hills. The 
murderers searched everywhere for John. Elizabeth, when she saw her pursuers, 
began to implore God for their safety, and immediately the hill opened up and 
concealed her and the infant from their pursuers.  
 
In these tragic days St Zachariah was taking his turn at the services in the Temple. 
Soldiers sent by Herod tried in vain to learn from him the whereabouts of his son. 
Then, by command of Herod, they murdered this holy prophet, having stabbed him 
between the temple and the altar (MT 23: 35). Elizabeth died forty days after her 
husband, and St John, preserved by the Lord, dwelt in the wilderness until the day of 
his appearance to the nation of Israel.  
 
On the Greek calendar, Sts Zachariah and Elizabeth are also commemorated on 
June 24, the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist. 
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Prophet Zachariah and Righteous Anna,  the parents of  
St John the Baptist  

 
Kontakion - Tone 3  

 
Today the prophet Zachariah, priest of the Most High and parent of the Forerunner, 

has prepared a banquet to his memory to nourish the faithful, 
mixing the drink of righteousness. 

Therefore we praise him as a divine initiate of the grace of God.  
 

Troparian - Tone 4  

 
Robed in the vestments of the priesthood, 

according to the Law of God you offered whole-burnt offerings in a sacred manner, 
wise Zachariah. 

You became a luminary and a seer of the mysteries, 
bearing within yourself the signs of grace, all-wise one. 

Slain by the sword in the temple of God, O prophet of Christ, 
intercede together with the Forerunner 

that our souls may be saved.  
 

Troparian - Tone 2  

 
The memory of Your prophets Zachariah and Elizabeth 

We celebrate today, O Lord. 
By their prayers, we beseech You, 

O Christ God, save our souls! 
 

Kontakion - Tone 4  
 

As the full moon brightly reflects the light of the sun, 
you reflected the glory of the Messiah, the Light of wisdom! 

With Zachariah you walked in all of the Lord¹s commandments, Elizabeth, beloved by 
God. 

So as we bless you with fitting songs, 
we praise the Lord, the bountiful Light, Who enlightens all. 
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