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WHY THE ORTHODOX CHURCH MAKES 
SENSE TO VERMONTERS 

by Fr. Caleb Abetti 
ermont is a place of good order where people 
take responsibility for their actions. Ver-

monters expect others to take responsibility for 
their actions as well. 
At a restaurant down the road from where I grew 
up in White River Junction a scene erupted 
when a couple of tourists from Massachussetts 
refused to pay for their food. Their explanation 
of the problem with their meal did not satisfy the 
manager or the cook. It seemed they were just 
trying to get out of paying. Nevertheless they 
were not charged for their dinner. Suddenly, 
various tables of local folks who frequented this 
place started chanting in unison: “Make them pay 
… make them pay … make them pay.” In 
Vermont, you eat, you pay, it doesn’t matter. 
In the same way, Vermonters, when shown 
they’ve made a wrong decision, change their 
minds. It’s too cold out to quibble or get prideful 
about whose fault something is. Everybody can 
come back in to where it’s warm just as soon as 
the problem is fixed, just as soon as someone 
takes responsibility and does something.  
In a lot of ways this is how a person can 
reconnect with the meaning of life. In the 
memory of our lives behind us there is much that 
remains in front of us, much of what we’ve done 
that we can’t reconcile and of which we feel 
ashamed. We can’t let it go and move on, and 
sometimes we just give up on ourselves and settle 
for “half-lives.” Unable to accept our past or 

confront the future without shame, we lurk in 
grey days.  
But we don’t have to settle for this. We’re Ver-
monters. We know how to take responsibility 
and get back into the warm! And this is where 
God comes in. He’s the one who goes on loving 
us no matter what. He’s the one who, when we’re 
able to take responsibility for what we’ve done 
wrong and lay it before Him, hears us and for-
gives us, and teaches us then to forgive ourselves 
and to move on, to live.  
To be fully human is to be aware of the presence 
of God in our lives and His love for each of us 
and for the world: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son so that 
whoever believes in Him might not perish but 
have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16). To be fully human 
is also to be thankful for this and to worship Him 
in thanksgiving. This is authentic Christianity, 
Orthodox Christianity.  
It is not a given, though, that any place anywhere 
is ready to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. In 
Vermont, for example, there is some fondness 
for white churches with high steeples in the snow 
but less of an appetite for “God-speak.” People in 
Vermont, as in other places, have had so many 
God-awful experiences with people calling 
themselves Christian (Gandhi said: “I would have 
been a Christian . . . if I had ever met one”) that 
to hear one more person speaking of “God,” 
“Christ,” and “being saved” just sounds downright 
creepy. In the 11th century, countless villages 
endured the wrath of Christian Crusaders in 
Europe and the Arabian peninsula, their last 
memories on earth filled with crosses on shields, 
mail-clad white guys, and huge broadswords. Or 
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how about Indian tribes in both South and 
North America devastated by speculators, slave 
traders, and refugees most of whom were 
Christian? Bibles and guns were wielded with the 
same zeal, and too often people were brutalized 
while “men of the Christ God” stood by and 
watched. Given all this, how dare we say, along 
with plenty of other Vermonters, that the 
“gospel” is still “good news”?  
What is the Gospel? The “Gospel of Jesus 
Christ” is the good news that the man and God 
Jesus Christ 2000 years ago willingly endured 
death for mankind’s sake. He lived, a fully human 
man, among men and women. He preached very 
controversial themes in the streets, on boats in 
lakes, on mountains. He proclaimed his true 
identity, that he is the Son of God and that he 
has come to save the world. The religious 
establishment of the time got fed up with Jesus, 
jealous of his popularity and authority; even most 
of the people who had loved and followed him 
got fed up because he wouldn’t seize secular 
power but humbly accepted a death sentence 
instead. So they murdered him. His friends, the 
disciples, and those around them, many of them 
women, became his following. They claimed that, 
though he died, he resurrected after three days. 
The Gospel teaches that he rose from the tomb, 
returned bodily to earth for forty days to instruct 
his disciples, and then ascended to God the 
Father in heaven. His friends became the Church 
and are the people we claim—we Vermonters at 
St. Jacob of Alaska Orthodox Church in 
Northfield Falls—as our faith-ancestors. Other 
Christian sects claim the disciples as their 
ancestors as well, and the Orthodox have varying 
degrees of relation to those groups (Baptists and 
Roman Catholics, for example). The Orthodox 
are one of the oldest, if not the oldest, to lay 
claim to Jesus as their founder. The disciples 
started what we, and Orthodox churches all over 
the world, are continuing today. The style and 
content of worship within our Orthodox Church 
is even, more or less, from the disciples.  
The good news is that God, in His Son, became 
man for our sake. Oftentimes we human beings 
are profoundly blind to where we come from, 
why we exist at all. Some people challenge: Is 
there even a “why”? The chaos and beauty of the 
world are explained—or purposely not explained 
—by all of us in one way or another as we answer 
questions to ourselves and to one another. Even 
our silence about such matters is its own teach-
ing. Most of us live day to day trying to do our 
best because, well, what else is there to do? 
Meanwhile we enjoy life the best we can, try to 
do good, and when it’s over, we die.  
The Orthodox Church recognizes the profound 
mystery of life and death and the faceless abyss 

that both life and death are for many people. It is 
not a Christian teaching to avoid this tragic 
reality. Simply put, life is not “good” for millions 
of people. And yet most, if not all, people in the 
world have had something good in their life, even 
if it was at some point in their life now long gone. 
And if “good” exists at all, then there can be more 
good. Nevertheless, death haunts all of life; we 
are born into death, so to speak. 
The Orthodox Church, although recognizing the 
inevitability of physical death, claims that Jesus 
Christ changed the ultimate finality of death by 
dying himself. Since his life was a life totally 
uncompromised by anything that was not love 
(love as radical obedience to his Father, love as 
total self-sacrifice for the world, love as a total 
tenderheartedness to the whole world), and since 
he lived this way within the specific limitations 
of being a fully human being, when he did die, 
the grave, hell, found nothing in him familiar. 
There was nothing in him that hell could claim as 
its own. There was nothing in him that wanted 
his own home to be hell (the Orthodox under-
standing of hell has very specific parameters: 
being away from God because one wants to be 
away from God). Hell ceased to be the overlord 
of death in this hour of Christ’s death.  
What this means for us is that we still die, but 
death is not the end. We go on to face and take 
responsibility for the life we lived and, if we do 
this honestly and wholeheartedly, to face the 
even more awesome reality of God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Our bodies are no longer with us, so 
we wait for a final day when all is judged, all is 
resurrected, and we are given new bodies and live 
in a way that is difficult to describe because no 
living person knows what “life beyond the grave” 
feels like—that place without “mourning or 
sighing, a place of brightness and refreshment, 
where the day has no end,” as we hear in the 
Orthodox funeral service. How can we under-
stand this without saying sentimental things? 
Mark Twain pointed out somewhere that “Most 
men do not sing, most men cannot sing,” and “to 
forty-nine men in fifty the Sabbath Day is a 
dreary, dreary bore.” But Twain never visited an 
Orthodox Church. Vermont men aren’t bored in 
our Churches. There is something of “another 
world” in our Sunday morning service—a taste of 
another world that is not at all at the expense of 
this world; rather it deepens and brings joy into 
our living in this world. 
But to know this, you must come and see and be 
with us on one of these Sundays. If you come 
now, in the midst of this “unlocking time” of the 
snow and ice that we all know so well, you’ll find 
us working hard, and all together, at the muddy 
business of facing our lives and taking re-
sponsibility for them so that we can enter clean 
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and whole into the unspeakable (but definitely 
singable!) joy of Christ’s resurrection at Pascha—
which we celebrate this year, with our Orthodox 
brothers and sisters throughout the world, on the 
night of April 26. 
Fr. Caleb plans to expand on some of the themes in this 
article in short-story form in future issues. 
 
 

ST. JACOB NEEDS YOU! 
  
Removal of a dangerous tree          $800 
Loan for the steeple over our head         $460/mo. 
Keeping the lights on                $60/mo. 
Wonderful Christian Community  
 that is St. Jacob      Priceless  

St. Jacob is a sacred place for worship and a lovely 
community of caring people.  It truly is priceless. 
BUT even “priceless” requires money to keep it 
running.  That money comes from your generous 
donations to our parish.  Thank you for your support 
of St. Jacob of Alaska Church.   

Over the last six months the offerings that provide 
the revenue to pay our bills have not been enough to 
meet our expenses. The St. Jacob monthly fixed 
expenses total approximately $3800.  For the month 
of February, the offerings to the church were about 
$500 less than that sum.  That may not sound like 
a big concern but there is a cumulative effect.  Over 
the last six months, general offerings to St. Jacob 
have been down by $4000.    

At the same time that the general offerings have been 
down by $4000, St. Jacob parishioners have donated 
over $7700 for special collections. As a parish we can 
be very thankful that we are a community that digs 
deep when it counts.  Certainly the Parish Council 
wants that kind of spirit and generosity to continue.  
Yet at the same time, the Parish Council wants to 
encourage every person attached to St. Jacob to make 
sure to keep up their pledged donations to the general 
church offering.  It is those pledges, along with 
anything extra someone can contribute in a given 
week that keep our parish the priceless place it has 
come to be.   

Thank you for your past support of St. Jacob of 
Alaska, and thank you for considering your church's 
needs in the future even when it hurts a little.  

—Sarah Hofmann for the Parish Council 

  

 

ADVICE FOR CONFESSION 
“Behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). 
Now is the time for us to lay aside the heavy 
burden of sin, to break its chains, and to behold 
once more the “fallen and shattered tabernacle” 
of our soul, renewed and radiant. But the way 
which leads to this blessed purification is far 
from easy. 
Confession is not just a talk about your faults and 
doubts, it is not a way of telling your confessor all 
about yourself, and least of all is it a “pious 
practice.” Confession is an act of fervent, 
heartfelt repentance, a thirst for purification; it 
springs from an awareness of what is holy, it 
means dying to sin and coming alive again to 
sanctity. Contrition is in itself already a measure 
of sanctity…  
Undoubtedly, the first act is a searching of the 
heart. That is why the days of preparation have 
been instituted. “To see your sins, in all their 
multplicity and hideousness, is indeed a gift of 
God,” wrote John of Kronstadt. People in-
experienced in the spiritual life usually see 
neither the number of their sins nor their 
“hideousness.” “Nothing in particular,” “like 
everyone else,” “only petty sins,” “I have neither 
stolen nor killed”; such is the usual beginning of 
confession by many penitents. And what about 
pride, refusal to suffer reproaches, hardness of 
heart, slander, weakness of faith and love, faint-
heartedness, spiritual sloth; are these not serious 
sins?  
This is why the shortest way to attain a 
knowledge of our sin is to draw nearer to the 
light and to pray for that light which judges the 
world and all that is “worldly” in ourselves (Jn 
3:19). As long as we lack that closeness to 
Christ…we must prepare for confession by an 
examination of conscience according to the 
commandments, by certain prayers (for instance, 
the third of the evening prayers, the fourth of the 
prayers before Communion) and by texts from 
Scripture (e.g. Rom. 5:12, Eph. 4, and James, 
especially Ch. 3). 
Preparation for confession does not consist in 
recalling your sins as fully as possible or even 
writing them down. It means striving to attain 
such a state of concentration, seriousness and 
prayer that your sins will become as clear as if 
they had been exposed to the light. In other 
words, you should bring not a list of sins but a 
feeling of repentance, not a minutely studied 
dissertation but a contrite heart. 
—Fr Alexander Elchaninov, Diary of a Russian 
Priest 
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CEMETERY PLOTS 
 
As many St. Jacob parishioners know, we own 20 
burial plots in the Northfield Falls Cemetery 
behind our church building. Twelve of these are 
still available to St. Jacob parishioners and their 
immediate families. Your advance purchase of 
these plots both helps the Church (by re-
imbursing our purchase cost) and offers peace of 
mind to you and your loved ones.  
Eight additional plots have recently been pur-
chased for parishioners' non-Orthodox relatives, 
5 of which are still available, one of these having 
been set aside for cremation (4 urns may be 
buried in a plot). These plots are $350 each, or 
$90 for cremation space. 
The price does not include burial costs, which 
are handled by the Town of Northfield (the 
Cemetery Superintendent is Dominic Falzarano, 
at 485-3621). These costs vary by season, day of 
the week, and type of burial. Please contact 
Barbara Gabriel for any further information, such 
as the location of the plots. 

It is a great blessing to be buried or to have your 
loved ones buried in a site connected with an 
Orthodox parish, for all the graves are blessed at 
least once each year, and the sense of these 
departed ones remaining part of the parish is very 
strong. They have indeed passed on to become 
members of the Church Invisible. 
 

BOOKSTORE NOTICE 
Everyone, please take note: If you wish to buy 
Orthodox books, icons, gift items, etc., it saves 
you shipping and handling costs and also makes a 
contribution to the church budget when we 
order these through the church account. The 
cost to you is the same as the catalogue price. 
We currently have accounts with the following 
suppliers: Light and Life, St. Tikhon’s, St. 
Vladimir’s, St. Nektarios, Gallery Byzantium. 
You can contact Barbara Gabriel for books and 
Kathy for gift items, but Barbara can do either if 
it is a combo order.  Money is not needed up 
front with these suppliers.  

SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK 
 
Friday, April 18 6:00pm  Vigil 
Saturday, April 19, Lazarus Saturday 
 9:10am   Hours 
 9:30am   Divine Liturgy 
 12noon   Parish Council meeting 
     and making of palms 
 5:00pm   Great Vespers 
Sunday, April 20, Palm Sunday 
 9:10am  Hours 
 9:30am   Divine Liturgy 
 12noon   Bridegroom Matins 
Monday, April 21 
 6:00pm   Bridegroom Matins 
Tuesday, April 22  
 9:10am   Typica and 9th Hour 
 9:30am  Presanctified Liturgy 
 6:00pm  Bridegroom Matins 
Wednesday, April 23 
 6:00pm  Matins 
 7:00pm  Holy Unction 

 
Thursday, April 24  
 9:10am  Hours 
 9:30am  Divine Liturgy 
 6:00pm   Matins (12 Gospels) 
Friday, April 25  
 8:00am  Royal Hours 
 3:00pm   Vespers 
 6:00pm   Funeral Matins 
Saturday, April 26  
 9:30am Vesperal Liturgy 
 8:30pm  Reading of Acts 
 11:30pm  Nocturns 
Sunday, April 27, Holy Pascha 
 12am  Paschal Matins 
 1:00am Paschal Liturgy 
Monday, April 28, Bright Monday 
 8:45am Paschal Hours 
 9:00am Paschal Liturgy followed by  
  breakfast at the Red Kettle 
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FROM THE KLIROS: A RIVER TO PASCHA 
by Katie Sherman 

Too often in church services, the music goes so fast (or so slowly!) that the words are impossible to catch, or 
if they are caught, it is impossible to string together their meaning. When this happens, an important layer of 
the message provided by the Church through its hymnography is missed. This is difficult to avoid, but it is 
unfortunate, since comprehension of the texts in our liturgical structure enriches our understanding and 
more fully immerses us in our faith. Here offered are selections from texts that will be sung from Lazarus 
Saturday through Holy Week, during which time the Church anticipates Christ’s Resurrection even before it 
arrives. These excerpts have been chosen to highlight the progression through which the Church leads us, as 
one day or event flows into the next, carrying us like a river to Pascha. (Reprinted from River of Gladness, 
Pascha 2004) 
 
The Matins for Lazarus Saturday remembers 
the raising of Lazarus from the dead. This begins 
to show Christ’s victory over death and foretells 
His own death and Resurrection. 

  You have confirmed my faith in Your Res-
urrection, O my Savior, even before it came to 
pass, by freeing Lazarus from Hell when he was 
four days dead. I magnify You in song! (From 
Ode IX of the Canon for Lazarus Saturday) 

The people honor You with palms, O 
Mighty Lord, for Hell shall be utterly destroyed 
by Your death. Through Lazarus Christ is al-
ready despoiling you, O death. Hell, where is 
your victory? (From the Exaposteilarion) 

By raising Lazarus from Hell, O Christ, You 
shook the dominion of death before Your 
death. Through one friend, You foretold to all 
the deliverance of all men from corruption! 
(From the Praises) 

 
The Liturgy for Lazarus Saturday praises 
the beginning of Hell’s downfall, by which Christ 
is already victorious as He approaches the city of 
Jerusalem. 

By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your 
Passion, You confirmed the universal resur-
rection, O Christ God! Like the children with 
the palms of victory, we cry out to You, O 
Vanquisher of Death; Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is He that comes in the name of the 
Lord! (Troparion) 

 
The Vespers for Palm Sunday introduces 
Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

You have entered the holy city, Lord, riding on 
the colt of an ass, hastening to Your Passion, 
that the law and the prophets might be fulfilled. 
The Hebrew children greeted You with palms 
and branches, heralding Your victorious Resur-
rection. Blessed are You, O Savior! Have mercy 
on us! (From the Litya) 

 
The Liturgy for Palm Sunday celebrates the 
victorious Christ as He enters Jerusalem to face 
His Passion and death, by which Adam will be 
saved. 

Sitting on Your throne in Heaven, carried on a 
foal on earth, O Christ God! Accept the praise 
of angels and the songs of children who sing: 
Blessed is He that comes to recall Adam! 
(Kontakion) 

 
The Bridegroom Matins Services, held in 
the evening on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday of Holy Week, rigorously warn 
us of temptations and encourage us to be watchful 
and ready, for the Savior is coming. 

Behold, the Bridegroom comes at midnight, and 
blessed is the servant whom He shall find 
watching, and again, unworthy is the servant 
whom He shall find heedless. Beware, therefore, 
O my soul! Do not be weighed down with sleep, 
lest you be given up to death and lest you be 
shut out of the Kingdom. But rouse yourself 
crying: “Holy, Holy, Holy are You, O our God! 
Through the Theotokos have mercy on us!” 
(Troparion) 

Going to Your Passion, O Lord, You took 
Your disciples aside and reassured them: “How 
have you forgotten the words that once I spoke? 
Is it not written: ‘A prophet cannot be killed but 
in Jerusalem?’ Now is the time of which I told 
you. Behold, I am betrayed into the hands of 
sinners to be mocked. They will nail me to the 
cross and deliver me up to burial, regarding me 
as a dead man, a thing of loathing. Yet, take 
courage, for I will arise on the third day, giving 
to the faithful joy and life everlasting.” (From the 
Praises, Monday Matins) 

As the sinful woman was bringing her offer-
ing of myrrh, the disciple was scheming with 
lawless men. She rejoiced in pouring out her 
precious gift, he hastened to sell the Priceless 
One. She recognized the Master, but Judas part-
ed from Him. She was set free, but Judas was 
enslaved to the enemy. How terrible his 
slothfulness! How great her repentance! O 
Savior who suffered for our sakes, grant us also 
repentance, and save us. (From the Praises, 
Wednesday Matins) 

The Vesperal Liturgy on Holy Thursday 
morning is sung in remembrance of the Last  
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Supper. This is when we consecrate the Eucharist 
used for serving shut-ins throughout the following 
year. 

The transgressor Judas, O Lord, dipped his hand 
in the plate with You at supper. But now he 
unlawfully stretches forth his hand for silver. He 
calculated the price of the woman’s myrrh, yet 
he does not shudder in selling You, the Priceless 
One. He let the Master wash his feet, yet he 
deceitfully kisses Him in betrayal to lawless 
men. Cast out from the ranks of the Apostles, 
he casts away the thirty pieces of silver, not 
seeing the Resurrection on the third day. By It, 
have mercy on us! (From “Lord I Call…”) 

 
The Matins of Holy Friday gives us 12 Gospel 
readings, describing the events leading up to 
Christ’s crucifixion, death, and burial. 

When You were feeding Your disciples at the 
supper, You knew Judas’ intentions to betray 
You, and You accused him of this, though 
recognizing him to be beyond correction. For 
You desired all to know that You were willingly 
betrayed, to snatch the world from the grasp of 
the enemy. O long-suffering Lord, Glory to You! 
(Kathisma Hymn) 

He who clothes Himself with light as with a 
garment stood naked for trial. He was struck on 
the cheek by hands that He Himself had 
formed. A people that transgressed the law 
nailed the Lord of Glory to the Cross. Then the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then the 
sun was darkened, unable to bear the sight of 
God outraged, before whom all things tremble. 
Let us worship Him. The disciple denied Him, 
but the thief cried out: “Remember me, O Lord, 
in Your Kingdom!” (Antiphon X) 

Today He who hung the earth upon the 
waters is hung upon the tree. The King of the 
Angels is decked with a crown of thorns. He 
who wraps the heavens in clouds is wrapped in 
the purple of mockery. He who freed Adam in 
the Jordan is slapped on the face. The Bride-
groom of the Church is affixed to the Cross with 
nails. The Son of the Virgin is pierced by a 
spear. We worship Your Passion, O Christ. We 
worship Your Passion, O Christ. We worship 
Your Passion, O Christ. Show us also Your 
glorious Resurrection. (Antiphon XV) 

 
The Vespers of Holy Friday honors Christ’s 
burial, as we bring the Holy Shroud to the tomb in 
the center of the church for veneration. 

Come, let us bless Joseph of eternal memory, 
who came by night to Pilate and begged for the 
Life of All: “Give me this stranger, who has no 
place to lay His head. Give me this stranger, 
whom an evil disciple betrayed to death. Give 
me this stranger whom His Mother saw hanging 
upon the Cross, and with a mother’s sorrow 
cried, weeping: ‘Woe is me, O my child, light of 

my eyes and beloved of my bosom! For what 
Simeon foretold in the temple now has come to 
pass: A sword has pierced my heart; but change 
my grief to gladness by Your Resurrection.’” We 
worship Your Passion, O Christ! We worship 
Your Passion, O Christ! We worship Your 
Passion, O Christ, and Your Holy Resurrection! 
(“Come Let Us Bless Joseph”) 

 
The Matins for Holy Saturday finds the whole 
congregation gathered around the tomb, singing to 
Christ while He rests after performing His work. 

The Noble Joseph, when he had taken down 
Your most pure body from the tree, wrapped it 
in fine linen and anointed it with spices and 
placed it in a new tomb. When You descended 
unto death, O Life Immortal, then you slayed 
Hell with the lightning of Your divinity, and 
when from the depths You rose from the dead, 
all the powers of heaven cried out: “O Giver of 
Life, Christ our God, Glory to You!” The angel 
came to the myrrhbearing women at the tomb 
and said: “Myrrh is fitting for the dead, but 
Christ has shown Himself a stranger to 
corruption.” (Troparion) 

Moses the Great mystically prefigured this 
present day, saying: “And God blessed the 
seventh day.” This is the Blessed Sabbath, this is 
the day of rest, on which the Only-Begotten Son 
of God rested from all His works. Suffering 
death in accordance with the plan of salvation, 
He kept the Sabbath in the flesh; and returning 
once again to what He was, through His Res-
urrection He has granted us eternal life, for He 
alone is good and loves Mankind. (Praises) 

 
The Vesperal Liturgy of Holy Saturday 
registers how near we are to the imminent Res-
urrection, as we change the church to white in 
expectation. 

Arise, O God, judge the earth, for to You 
belong all the nations! (Instead of Alleluia) 

Let all mortal flesh keep silent and in fear 
and trembling stand, pondering nothing earthly 
minded. For the King of Kings, and the Lord of 
Lords, comes to be slain to give Himself as food 
to the faithful. Before Him go the ranks of 
angels: all the principalities and powers; the 
many-eyed Cherubim and the six-winged Sera-
phim covering their faces, singing their hymn: 
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia!” (Instead of the Cherubic Hymn) 

 
The Midnight Office, or Nocturns begins 
shortly before midnight on Holy Saturday, when 
we await the moment of Resurrection in eager ex-
pectation. 

 “Let creation rejoice! Let all born on earth be 
glad! For hateful hell has been despoiled. Let the 
women with myrrh come to meet Me; for I am 
redeeming Adam and Eve and all their children, 



7 

and on the third day I shall arise!” (From the 
Canon of Great and Holy Saturday, Ode 9) 

 
The Matins of Pascha begins at midnight, the 
moment of Resurrection. We process around the 
church in solemn song, and then proclaim from 
the steps of the church, “Christ is Risen!” 

Your Resurrection, O Christ our Savior, the 
angels in heaven sing. Enable us on earth to 
glorify You in purity of heart. (Processional 
Hymn) 

This is the day of Resurrection. Let us be 
illumined, O people. Pascha, the Pascha of the 
Lord! For from death to life and from earth to 
Heaven has Christ our God led us, as we sing 
the song of victory: “Christ is Risen from the 
dead!” (From Ode I of the Paschal Canon) 

Yesterday I was buried with You, O Christ. 
Today I arise with You in Your Resurrection. 
Yesterday I was crucified with You. Glorify me 
with You, O Savior, in Your Kingdom. (From 
Ode III of the Paschal Canon) 

The souls bound in the chains of hell, O 
Christ, seeing Your compassion without mea-
sure, pressed onward to the light with joyful 
steps, praising the eternal Pascha. (From Ode V of 
the Paschal Canon) 

This is the chosen and holy day, First of 
Sabbaths, King and Lord of days, the Feast of 
Feasts, Holy Day of Holy Days: on this day we 
bless Christ forevermore. (From Ode VIII of the 
Paschal Canon) 

The angel cried to the lady full of grace: 
“Rejoice! Rejoice, O Pure Virgin! Again, I say 
Rejoice! Your Son is Risen from His three days 
in the tomb. With Himself He has raised all the 
dead. Rejoice! Rejoice, O you people! Shine! 
Shine! Shine, O new Jerusalem! The Glory of the 
Lord has shone on you! Exult now, and be glad, 
O Zion! Be radiant, O Pure Theotokos, in the 
Resurrection of Your Son! (“The Angel Cried,” 
Theotokion of Pascha ) 

 
The Divine Liturgy of the Great and Holy 
Sunday of Pascha follows immediately after 
Matins. 

Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered!  As 
smoke vanishes, so let them vanish! So sinners 
will perish before the face of God, but let the 
righteous be glad! This is the day which the Lord 
has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (From 
the Paschal Stichera) 

“The Feast of Feasts” 
On Easter night when the paschal procession going around the church comes to the closed door and stops, our 
souls are touched by an almost imperceptible and yet spiritually significant instant of uncomprehending, 
questioning silence: “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?” And will the tomb be 
empty, with Christ risen? When the doors are opened, before the Sign of the Cross, and during the singing of 
the exultant paschal hymn, we enter into church all gleaming with lights, and our hearts are flooded with joy, for 
Christ is risen from the dead. For we “see the Resurrection of Christ.” “Having purified our senses” we see 
“Christ shining,” and “as He comes out of the tomb we go to meet Christ, the Bridegroom.” Then we forget 
where we are, we pass out of ourselves, time stops, and we enter the “sabbath rest of the People of God” (Heb. 
4:9-10). In the radiance of the white light of Easter, earthly colors are dimmed, and the soul sees only the 
“unapproachable light of the Resurrection”; “now all things are filled with light, heaven and earth and hell.” On 
Easter night it is given to man to experience in advance the life of the age to come, which has a “silent language” 
of its own...  
Easter is for us not just one of the feasts, but “the feast of feasts and the solemn celebration of all celebrations”. 
All the Twelve Great Feasts make known to us the Kingdom of God in the works of God within events of this 
world. But Easter is not the commemoration of such an event; it is directed rather to the age to come. Easter is 
the forecourt on earth of the manifestation of glory for which Christ prayed to His Father in His high-priestly 
prayer, the forecourt of the heavenly Jerusalem which at the end of time will come down from heaven to earth, 
according to the vision of the prophet: “Rise, shine, O thou new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has shone 
upon you.”  

— Fr Sergei Bulgakov, Meditations on the Joy of the Resurrection 

ON CHRISMATION: THE SEAL OF THE GIFT 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

“The gift of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit as 
gift! Are we still able to comprehend the in-
effable depth of this mystery…? Are we able to 
understand that the impossible uniqueness of this 
personal Pentecost is that we receive as gift from  

Him Whom Christ and only Christ has by nature: 
the Holy Spirit, eternally bestowed by the Father 
upon His Son and Who, at the Jordan, descends 
on Christ and on Him alone, revealing Christ as 
the Anointed, as the beloved Son and the Saviour: 
that, in other words, we receive as gift the Spirit 
who belongs to Christ as His Spirit, Who abides 
in Christ as His Life? 
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“But then, in this pentecostal anointment, the 
Holy Spirit descends on us and abides in us as the 
personal gift of Christ from His Father. The 
Spirit, says Christ in promising Him, ‘will take 
what is mine and declare it to you. All that the 
Father has is mine: therefore I said that He will 
take what is mine and declare it to you’ (Jn 16:14–
15). And we receive this personal gift of Christ’s 
own Spirit not only because we are Christ’s by 
faith and love, but because this faith and love 
have made us desire His life, to be in Him, and 
because in Baptism, having been baptized into 
Christ, we have put on Christ. Christ is the 
Anointed and we receive His anointment; Christ 
is the Son and we are adopted as sons; Christ has 
the Spirit as His Life in Himself and we are given 
participation in His Life. 
“And thus, in this unique, marvelous and truly 
divine anointment, the Holy Spirit, because He is 
the Spirit of Christ, gives Christ to us, and 
Christ, because the Holy Spirit is His Life, gives 
the Spirit to us: “the spirit of truth, the gift of 
sonship, the pledge of future inheritance, the 
first fruits of eternal blessings, the life-creating 
power, the fountain of sanctification…” (Prayer 
at the Anaphora, Liturgy of St. Basil the Great); 
or, as another ancient liturgical formula says, “the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
the Father, the communion of the Holy Spirit”—
the gift and the revelation to man of the Triune 
God Himself, the knowledge of Him, the com-
munion with Him as the Kingdom of God and 
life eternal. 
“It must be clear now why the ‘seal of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit’ is both the fulfillment of 
Baptism and also a new mystery taking the 
neophyte beyond Baptism. It fulfills Baptism 
because only the man who in Christ has been 
restored to his true nature, freed from the ‘sting 
of sin,’ reconciled with God and God’s creation, 
made himself again, can receive this gift and be 
endowed with a ‘more perfect’ calling. It is a new 
mystery, however; it is ‘another’ sacrament and 
another epiphany because this gift of Christ’s 
own Holy Spirit and Christ’s own high calling is 
precisely a gift. It does not belong to human 
nature as such, even though it is in order to 
receive this gift that man was created by God. 
Prepared for and made possible by Baptism, 
which thus is fulfilled in it, it takes man beyond 
Baptism, beyond ‘salvation’: by making him 
‘christ’ in Christ, by anointing him with the 
Anointment of the Anointed One, it opens to 
man the door of theosis, of deification.” 
—Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Of Water and the Spirit 

Welcome Home! Donna and David, who will be 
received into the Church on Holy Saturday. 
 

LETTERS . . . 
 
GREETINGS FROM FR. CHRYSOSTOMOS  
Receive our warmest greetings in the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
First and foremost, I write to thank you for your 
letter which I have received with the US Dollars 
480 that I received through Western Union 
Money Transfer. 
We are still safe together with the parishioners. 
The political situation was worse, so many killed 
and others displaced; life has become difficult 
since commodities are expensive and scarce. 
Thank you for your information about Fr. Mark 
Sherman too and about Fr. Caleb Abetti and 
Matushka Nikki—pass them my thanks and best 
regards with all the congregation. 
At St. Demetrios Church we have started roof-
ing. With what I received I bought some timber. 
We shall begin making the roof by putting 
timber and the next step shall be putting iron 
sheets if we get funds. This church has been 
under construction for 2 years. I am praying by 
God’s providence we complete by this year. 
I, and the family are O.K. Matushka Leonidah 
passed greetings to you. My two children, 
Macarios and Cyril are O.K too. The elder son is 
in Standard 5 and the younger in Std. 1. 
I am wishing you all and pray that may God 
bestow you abundance of grace and blessings and 
good health together with the clergy’s family and 
congregation of St. Jacob. 
Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Chrysostomos A. Wanjala 
St. Demetrios Orthodox Church 

Kipkaren River, Kenya 

...AND THANKS FROM THE KARLGUTS 
Dear Fr. Caleb, Matushka Nikki, and all of the 
parishioners of St. Jacob of Alaska Church. 
Thank you very much for your generous donation 
for the adoption of the four orphans. It is truly a 
gift of love, a gift of a family and a gift of a 
lifetime for these children. Please pray for us as 
we take this breathtaking journey.  

Fr. Aleksey and Anastasia 
P.S. We talked with the adoption agency today 
and if all goes well, we will be getting the children 
in seven weeks, which takes us to right around 
Pascha time. What great joy it will be! 
 


